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lntroduction

TIt $as a lrloud) c(r)rrrrv. Nlllr rrrillron soldier.s die,l irr World War I,
scvcnteen rrillion in Wolld War II. To take just ore of rlle innune r
.rblc, sntaller rvars of the ttventieth celttury, Aneici's rvar jn Vietnant
lcli 58,000 Anericans and three million Vietnamese dead, inclLrcling
tlrrr rnillion civiliarrs (Turner 8). In the rvorld rvars, sonrc sixty million
t ivilirns clied (H1,nes, Sohliers'Tale xii). fhe rnind shuts dorvn. In flct,
oPposing sidcs havc a rcmarkable cap,r.irv r)ot to \ec \\.lr ls dc,ath ancl
srrlliring, blocking that vierv bcfbre, dLrrir.rg, rnd aftcr hostilities u,ith a
rrrorc palatable vision ofnoble anci allr'.rys def'ensivc rnanlincss.

Manv ordinar), citizens all over Europe, Alliccl and Ccntral pou,crs
.rlikc, actLrally rvclcomed World War I (Ekstcins 174; Stromberg l9g).
lrr lingland, people expccted thc war to unifv a lragmented popula-
ti()n, irt a time rvhen street denronstrations over three issucs had beerr
crposing profbund clivisions. In rhese prorests, tlte Irish werc contesr
irrg L,n-qlish colonization, lvorkers u'ere rhrcatening a general strikc,
,urd u,ornen u'ere agitating lbr the vote and a difl'ercnt vierv ofgeucler
(Mrcaulay 6). Gerrrans too hopcd to stitch over their oq,r.t dornestic
sclrisnrs by nraking the war a comnlon cause.l On thc rvhole, lrotlr
sitlcs seenrcd to prefer rvaging real battlcs to f)cing thesc ..intcrnal

\\'.rrs," as the r)c\\,spapers had clLrbbccl tl.rent (Hynes, War IwagiuedTl.'llrc antagonists found it more comfbrtir.rg to rally against a forcign
lrorvcr than to address questioners at honrc, easier to confront thc
liurs than to think and change.

'l hc first two protests in England, concerning colonics and
rrrconres, poitrt to sornc ofthc rrntlerlyilg causes oi. ftventieth - cen tul.y
\\lls. Yct if such prizes lrrre governmcnts and businesscs, lvhy do
ritizcns agree to war, rvhen tltey have small prospect of making mLrcir
rrrorrcy and a clcar prrospect of losing everything most valuablc: lif!,
lirrrb, and lovcd onesl For one thing, people might hcsirate to object
rlhcrr they fircc jaiJ time fbr evadir.rg the draft, the firing sr;uad fbr
rlcsrrting, and police action for protestit.tg.2 Despite thesc Rcprcssive
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State Appar:rtuses (ir.r Lorris AlthLrsscr's term), sone Britons and

Americans clid opposc World Wars I and II.3 Anerica's u'ar in
Vietnam provoked large dcrronstrations, by protestcrs of all ages ancl

backgrounds, rvho poLrled into the streets a half million or more at a

tinrc (Franklin 70 25; Moser 3; Dickerson). Nevertheless, even fcrr

tlle Victnan !Var, morc Americans cnlistcd tilan r,vcle drafted (Blritz
284).a Whl rvcrc millions in all three wars so ready to fightf

MnniptulatiTtg M&sculinitv tddresses not thc catlse s of lvor'1d War I,
Wolld lVar Il, and the Victnam War but thc cot.tscttt to thern -I'hc

thco st Antoltio Clrartsci explaitrs "consent" as a "collectivc prcssttre,"

exertccl thc.lugh "an cvolution ofcustoms, rvays ofthinking and acting,

moralitl'," in such a lvay as to make "nccessiry anci cocrci<ttt" secnt like

"freedom" (242). Althusser sirnilirrly suggests tllat societies coiltrol
pcople not only through Reprrcssive bLtt also throLrgh Idcological State

Apparatuses (such ls rreclia, schoo)s, religions); he clefincs ideology as

the "inrlginary rclationship of indivjdLrals to thcir reel conditjons of
cxistence" (143,162). Onc major cluc to conserlt to modern war call

be ficLrnd in the thirci ofthe Britislt strcct protests corrvenientl-Y I)tlshed

up by World War I: the n'ome n's moventcnt, *'hich rvirs jostling con

tcnrporary icleologies olgendcr. While chartging viervs oftvorncn rrav
appear tlngential to \\'ar, thc polarizltiot-t of gerlder (thc ccltlstrnction
of nasculine :rnd fe minine as if thcy have littlc ilt corlrron), along u'ith
tl.re positioning ofu,onlen as lesser) powerfirlly ctrabled the u'ars ol the

tlventieth ccntrrry. My tltcsis is that socictics rvhich rl'tritrarily labcl a

number of purcl,v human tlaits "fiminir-tc" posscss a tactjc usefill to
rvar -mrking, fbr men arc bouncl to dctcct sone of thcsc htlnlall tl ilits

in themselr,es and then u'orry th:rt they hrl'c straycd iDto a firrinine,
infcrior realm. Placcd ir r constantlv renervcd itrscctrrity abotlr their
status, mcn must scranblc to ;rmass "proofl" of nlscLllinity. If a soci

cty also cor-rvinccs its citizens that mer-r iovc to figtrt and n'o'. e n hatc to
fight (or cannot fight), then tirat society can tnanipttlatc orcn to go to
$,ar, sirnply to verily that they arc not w()nlel-].

But rvould a n.In go to \\'ar just to Prove a poittt itr a gendcr debatel

Surcl,v soldiers u,ish to sacrifice thcmselves fot the greatcr good

Horvever, scl'vicemen fiont Worlcl War I, Worid lVar II, and the

Vietnan W;rr seldom nrention any glaud cattsc for s'hich thev lre
srrpposeclly fighting (Hynes, Soldierl TaLe ll). Even ifsonre idealistic

recnrits lcsoh'e to makc the rvorlcl bcttcl') [!overnulcnls on both sides of
a war can oftcn assnage thc r)eed to figlrt on the sidc o1"'right" rvitlr a

tag of "patriotism" that has little to do with .r coLrrltry's real :rims. Evcn

indisputabl,v good causes) such as stopping N:rzi extcrmination ofJcrvs,

nrrrv be recoplnizcd oni,v in rctt-ospcct. Appalcntil', onl,v fi\'e Percent of

INTRODUCTION

;\rrrr:ricln GIs cluring Worlcl War II kne*' anvthing at.nut f)scism
{Atlrrrrs, ,l3a.r:t War 88), and lloycrnments u'ere slow to respond to the
l,rrsccotion ofthe Jews (Shalom II3 17). As,SarrrLrcl Hvnes looks oycr
tlrc rncnrrirs and Ietters from the wars ofthe tt,entieth centrrrl,, hc finds
tlr,rt " lVb'i, is not a soldier's qLrestion" (Soklied Tale l l1.

Instcad of asking about biggcr purposcs, men at the tirrc ofthcir
rr .rls prcdrlrninantl,y pulsue sm:r1ler, morc pcrsonal airns. A nran l ho
\( ( ks ()ut ol acccpts a soldier's lile mav lack entpJoynrent or ltel bored
r r ,l tcclioLls job. He may flee pirrents, e scapc a soured domcstic
rtl,rtionship, or tirc of a con\.entionitl lifb. If frustrated and angry
, rrotrgh at thc limitations of his present societv. hc may dream an
.rl,oc.rlyptic overthrow of e ve rythir.rEl*inclLrding his o\\r srreet; at tltc
trrr rr ofthe century, popular future \\'ar stories trcated Englald to the
,,.rr()r\J spcctacle ofthc laniliar srvepr arvay (Keep 8). And, as Virginia
\V,xrlfpoints out, ilstifling conclitions for u,omen persist, a solilicr's
,,rstcls nray sinilarly rvelcome a cataclysm, as the,v too savagcly endor"e
'or rr splcndicl Enpire, our splcndid.*'al'(39).

According to Hynes, dullness plus lack of cconomic opportunitv
',, rrt soklicrs searciring lor ativcnture in Wodd Wars I and Il and tl.re
Vrctrrlrn \Var. Hor,r,cvcr, instead of probiug the econonrjc and social
LrL trrls tbat kcep u'ork at home so uniirlfilling, Hynes indulgcntly backs
tLrc rlrrcst lor cxcitement through rvars. No cloubt many r,ctcrans firndly
l,,r'li b.rcl< on a cherishcd chrurcc to travcl or cstablish their closcst
trrlrdships. Nevertheless, Hynes has ro adnlit that beyond :rdvctrture
.rrr,l rlorl', "the stroltgcst ancl conrrorrcst motive fbr enlisting," in all
tlrc rr,,rrs ofthe twertieth centur1,, is sirlply, "I ltatcd bcing thought a

lrrrrli" (qtd. in Soldierl Talc 49). Cauglrt up in thc ticlc of u'hat
, r'crvbrfi,v is doing, a nan doesn't want ro be thought a cou,ard. But
rr lry is that particul;rr reputatiol.t so centralf Although Hynes docs not
t,.r\ so, the subtext for tl-re label "fitnk" ol "coward" is tltc socialll.
rrr,lucctl, gendercd assumption :rbout \\4to is a "siss_v" and rvho is not.

A srrrprising nLrmber of British atrd American nrcr in the rwenrietlr
( ( nl rv \vcnt to war to prove thcy were not "sissics," tltat is, to assct.t
rlrcy \vcrc oot "sisters," as the etvrnological root oFthc taunt suggcsts.
I rxrliins back at World War I in her- nenroir TLstamcnt oJ'Toutb
( I 

()3.3 
), Vcra Bdttain recalls that carl,v in the mobilization, her liancd,

l(,rl.rnL1, uto "rreithcr hatcd the Germans nor loved the Bclgians,"
lr.rtc(l trccause "efl'emin:rte" Englishmen, q,hom hc "clespised," had
.rlrc.rd1, qeng to Fr:rnce (129, 126). Some of these nen, Roland
rrrrtir;si, lvg.g cvcn starti|l€a to rctullt u'itit rvouuds (that aLllontirtic
l',rtisc of coulage), u'hcreas ire had yet to clnbark. Brittail is
.rstoLrrrrlcil t() have to conclucle that llolantl l.rurried fiom ()xfbrd
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LJrivcrsity to thc trclrclles ttot iin'spcciflc colrlmunitv cattscs btlt to
piss a nrnnlincss rest of "heroism in thc,rbstlact" (129)

Thc llritish miiltlle ancl rtppct classes at ll(tand's Oxfbrd clid not

nronoirolizc this ltccd to Ploiect n nlrrlll,v inlirge. Thc rr<rrking class

solclicr Weepcr Smart itr Freticric N'l:rt't ltit tg's uovel -ll'rr Middlt L'orts

0l'Fortuuc (1929) also felt pccr presstrrc ptrshitrg hinl to sigrl tr[):

';tVhcn a lllslv all thern as ditln' [.rlrl krlou' irt'tl' bctter'tl rvc clid

joinin' Lrp, iur' il \\'cnt u'alkitt' out rvi' mc girl tltl Stltrda,vs, as ltstrrrl, a

just fclt eshrrnrcd . . . . llirt a tcll thee, tlorv, that ifa \\'crc ottcc otrt o'
thesc togs:rn'in civvics lg:rin, a *'otlldtr't mirlcl all thc shenle in rhc

rrrr cl" (15(l-51). [t rvasn't his piirl's prt'csencc in plivatc kissing

behinci thc baln, sil\'-thrlt clecidccl Wccpcr to culist, bttt rlthcr
u,.rlking uith his girl irr pLrblic. Sorrething abotrt bcing scen b1'othcr
nren. vis i vis u,otncu, clctcrtnined his rtlilitarv lelvicc. Howcvcr' tlorv

tlr,rt hc cxpcticrtccs l'ar fbr hirttself, he is lertrtlillg not ro crrrc i1'othcls

considcr hirtt lllanlv cll' lrot
Worlcl W;rr ll vcterans also rcc.tll lll()tivcs cclltcrcd on a dcsire to

veliil nrascLrlinitl,. An iufntrl'rillcmetr tclls irltcrviclcr Stttds'l'crkcl,
"I rvas going to g,ritt ttty tn:rnllood tiretl. I lould lirrevcr bc libcrated

iiorl thc seuse of irrfb'iorit,v thlt I l'lsn't rtrggcd. I s ottld prlrvc th'rt
I hecl thc guts and thc ttntrbood to st'.lrld uP to thcsc thilrgs" (37).

Sinrilarll', Parrl Fusscll, traincd rrs rtl olliccr, looks b.rck on his cotlpenY

plocl<ling throrrgh Alsace in 1944: "sottrc firv trra)' halc bccn fbllorv

ing thc higher noralitl'ud oflbring their livcs enci lir,- Lrs tbr the Allicd

cairs" ancl thc Four Freeclottts, but 90 percctlt of Lls ucrc cngaged irl

sonrcthing nrrtch lcss lolllxlltic .rnd ltcr','tc Wc rvttc tlltitlt.tiningl r'tlr
sclfircspect, protectitrg oLtt t'nirtlly iltrlgc iiom the coDtclllpt of otll

i'ellorvs" ( Doi47 Battle 124). 'l'he ringing rhctoric ofFrccdom flotrt

"u,,rnt ancl fclr" or Freeclonr firr "spccch ancl rcligion" (Aclams, Srrt

Wtr 136'l lost ottt to all inncr c]alll()r to nleet all elttsivc standarci of
nrasctrlinitl,.

81'thc tirrc ofAmerica's u'lr in Victtlrrn), the catlse ofntatllitless u'as

still drorvning out all othcr motivcs. A high school tc.rcllcr a(lvis'd

John Kcnvig to ertlist becatrse tltc rvar rvotlld "nl:lkc 1'rlLt ir l1)an ' Elct

vou ()ut fi'om uttder tllotlrtlles's apron" (18) Afl-icau Atllericltr
Stcphcn Hou,artl rcntctltrers that his !notller, drillctl in racill alrtl

gcnclel stcreotl';rcs, lecturccl hiur "to u'ork harcl to strive to bc es lioocl
as" rvhitcs; ind<tctrinnted thrrt $rll' wottLd ;rroclttcc tllat trrlnsfbrnlatioil,

shc grcetcd her sotr's draft notice \\'ith sirtisfirctioll: "You'll bc back a

m,rn" (W.'llrrv 123). Ho\\'cvcr, rvllcn Horvard's deeds do nlrrtch his

l'hitc conrplnions', hc c.rn ottl,Y grieve: "Arlci tltc lic s as 1'oLt aill'l havc

no busincss bcin' there in the first pl:rce . Arld votr clon't fight a

INTRODUCTION

,rrrlizcdrler. It's nothing civilizecl :rborrt-lbou t u ar" (!V.'fclrv I33).
\rrrril.llly rltercd, parirlooper (]cnc Woodlev Pcrfbruretl \\,hrrtcver ir
trrrk lo,rchicle 'lconrbawpc nrlnhoocl," but he realizcs thet thc
''rrr.rn" in hinr l,;rs norvhere in sight: "Befbre I rcachcti rrr1, ninctccnth
I'rrr lrLl.rr', I rvls rr anirnal" (W. ltrrv 243, 251 ).

li) sl udv col'lltections bctrvccn gcncler expcctitions nnd tvrrl, I firllorr'
Ilrtlrcl Forrc.rult in fbcrrsing on "discrrrsivc cvents": scrutinizinq rvltat
r, trr,rlll g,cts said, n hy olll' ccrtain irttcranccs c:ur occll. at silen tinrcs
.rrr,l Pl.rccs, end, csPcciallr', \r'lr1rt cxpcrieltces thosc discursivc cYcllts

'tL,ttt (Ar uololy,27 28). FoLrc,rLrlt trelfs discoumes not as "signs"
r i I r ling to a]lcaclv existinq "corricnfs," but as "practiccs that
.lrtcrrr.rticrlll,firrrrr the objccts ofrlhich thcy spctk" (ArcltLrtohyt 49).
\1,1,licd to rvritinqs on *,ar, this ibcus exposes that u'hen spcakcrs c1<t

, 
', 

, .rsior.rlll, strav into vocabrrlrrr), corrsidcrccl finrinine, othcr rvords
, , ,rrsrdclctl Lrltrlrlrscrrlinc surqe up on thc santc pragc, as ifto ncrrtralizc
rlr{ lr.lusgrcssivc tromanliness. An inYcstigirtrtr nlilst thcn qucstion to
rrlr,rt dcglce thesc Ialtgllagc !ulles dictiltc ancl rcquirc thc Dtasculirrc
r rlrqr-1c11cg5 thrrt tlrc cliscoLrrse c]aints to discovcr alreaclv fbrmctl b1,

I'rr ,k rg1,.

^l()st 
()l'rr) cx.rnrpJcs oltr,ar discoursc dcrjvc fi'r>nr novcls, stories,

l u,, rrs. .rncl plavs .rboLrt World Wal I, World \Vltr II, end thc Viernanr
\\'.rr (u,ith some rcfircnccs to the I(orcan Wur), rvrittcn either at tlle
rrrrrt ol'hostilitics or long lfierrval<1.i I anr not clainring that literarv
rr,rr'lis .rlrorrt \\'al) even those prodLrced try vctcrans, can trrtcover how
.rll soldicrs f'elt bLrt onlt' horv conscnt or Lesistancc is inragined.
I lorvcvcr, $,ltcn I conrpare litcr:rtllre to ntentoirs, lcttcrs, ner,r,spapers,
.rrrl r.'ssnvs (strch as Freucl's), I tekc as lxiorratic th:rt this "nonfiction"
.rlr,, p.rrticipatcs in el.rborating tDd perpctuatins artiflcial seciirl
r('lslructs. As thc pr.rctitioners ol "ncrv cultuml histor1," contencl,
'sysrcrns o f tcprcscntario n bear dilectlv on historical changc bl,esretr
lrlrirq lr.lbits ofthought cnrcial to ratiolalizirlli particrll.rr actions. In
tlrrs rvuy, cultulc rntl social prilctices rrc incxtricabll' linkcri" (Gullucc,
''liIxx1" l0). -lb thc cxtcDt thrt litcrrrture is read (rrnc1 surely,4//
(-) itt 0u tht Wcsrm b.ottt, Cntcb-22, ,tr.t<1 

-Iltc 'fbb41s 'l'ltct, (-nt'r.icd,
lor cx.rrttPlc, hr',c atrrrctcd millions of rcadcrs),lite rature ftrries nrrny
,,, 

'.. 
irrll)' essurlcd colllections bctrvccn gcnclcr dcflnitions and rylr..
In nrorc sprccific tcrms, I ltighlight inraginative literatrrrc fbr sevcral

rr',rsons. First, thc cnrotion gcnerutcd tlLas's reldcrs' attentior) to
.,, r, i.rl lrroblcrns .,rnci rcnclcrs these problcnts real antl ur.gent. Raynrond
\Villirrnrs mlkes this point in an cxample fi-onr ninctccnth ccnturv
lilrt.rirr. Whcrcirs clrlv Victorjan idcologv rvas blanting thc cflects of
l'()\crly, (lcbt, aDd illcgitimacv on persoDal f:aiJure, noYcls t-r_v Charles
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Dickens an,.l Errily Bror.ttd shiftcd the vierv of pdv!rte catastl'oPhe to a

"gcneral conditiort," rvhich may befall anvone, not just "deviants"
( Mnrxisw tLrud Litcr&tturc I34). Only later did an explicit, altcrnative
ideology dcvclop, blaming econonic systems rather than Personal
dcficiency; yet the ncw fornrul;rtion about social causcs would not
havc been possible, Williams implies, rvithout the novclists' prior
promotior.l of cnrotional involvelnent, rvhich hcJpcd dislocige thc
explanatior.r for sufl'cring arvay lrorn personal flau's.

'I'hc force of fictional emotion \vill bc i)niliar to an1'onc rvho has

ever u'inced through Wilfied Orven's controlled bLrt scething poems
rrtrout World War I, cndurcd Alcxander Baron's altcrnate Iy te nder :tnd
dcspiririrrg World War 1I novcl I'row tfu City, Frow tht Plou11h, <>r

stoocl aghast, horrified and pityir.rg, at tlle levelafions in Emily Mann's
inplacable Victnanr plal' Still LiJ'e. For tllosc rvho engage such litcra
ture, thc impctus to question why thcsc lvars rvere fouglrt and

hou,they nay havc bccn prevented is, I believc, nruclr gre':rter than fbr
thosc uoucon.tbatants a*'are ofrvar cithcr through popular mcdia (TV,
novies, pulp novels, childrcr's toys, vicleo qamcs) or re\\'s bites rvith'
out anaLysis) or through the scholarly oiferings Lrr.rcler nilitary history,
rvhich overrvl.relmingl_v clu'ell on tactics ancl immediate ceuses, rathcr
than on etlbcts on pcople and long term, undcrlying social causcs of
rvars. Literature nay also enable combetants to distancc fhenselves
fionr a need to justiii thcir wars, allorving veterans to assess larger
caLrses) sincc the fictions rypically provide a cLtshioniug of s1'mpathl'

for individual solciicrs.
A lurther reason fbr highlighting literature irmotrg possible dis

courses on *'al is that imaginative u,orks exposc thc contrirclictions in
idcologies particularly rvcll. Pcrhaps bcc.ruse norclists ol playrrrights
or poets do not need to keep to a thcsis or set out cottsistcnt argir

ments, tlrese authors can (sometines cor-tsciotrsly, ofien inaclveltcntly)
rrsefirllv mirror and clack open the inconsistcncics itt soci:rl constrLlc-
tions ofgcnder anci in rvar rationales. The qLrcstiorrs I posc fbr the
discourscs ofu'ar fbllou'For.rcault's pr-onpting to look lor the "rules
of ldiscLrrsivcl fbrmation," including "correlations," "fLtnctionings,"
and "transforrrratio ns" (Arcbaealogy 38). L)oes calling a man a "sissy"
insult hin more in some dccadcs than in othersl Docs the content of
rvomanliness rcmain constant or changel What firctors influcncc any

changesf Horv do nations folgc links betu,een genclcr feirrs and other
motivations driving men to rvarl

Thc tauirt oflvomanlincss to goad a man t() \\'ar is uot, ofcortrse,
new. Evcu thc god lGishr.ra, in the ancient Hinciu classic 7;e
Bbagartad Gita, reminds the reluctant wiilrior Arjuna that ifhc fails to

INTRODUCTION

lr1',lrt, pcople I'ill clishonor hinr fil "unnrauliness" rrncl '.col.rrc1icc,'
tl'rrrohit 15, ltl). Ironically, I(rishnl's nccclling contretlicts soute ol.
tlrr cod's otlter argllments) firr hc Itas lireaclv tolcl Arjtrna that he catr
lr',lrt olly ifhc ignorcs the personal "fr-uit" ofthc acrion (PLrr.ohit 2l ).
I lris pr'ohibited pcrsonal fi-uit nral oflir cithcr thc lrrrc ofreprrtation
rrr,l possessiorrs, or th€ thrcat ofclangcr ancl troLrblc. SLrch privlte ego
rrr ollcnrcnts nLrst not clclcrmine a rval, Krishna rvarns, onh, beneficill
,llcets (l.hich hc rssurnes but norvher.e spccifics) fbr thc largcr
, ,,rrrrrunity. H<xvcvcr, rvhen Klishlta then stoops to conjtrrc up prossiblc
,ln11,rcc, he contraclictorily docs feerl Arjuna's ego, elcour:rging hinr
r,' \\()nv.rbout glorl,or disrcpute. Cotrlcl a littlc snickering rattle a
'.,,rrl ,rl pcacc ryith itselP

Aljrrna knucklcs uncler and fights. Main)v. he succumtrs ro Krishna's
rr\rslcncc oll cestc duty llnd the god's reassurancc tll:rt tlte souls olthc
, rr, rrr' (u,hose boilics Arjurra pitics) rvill sLrrvivc to reincaruare in orhcr
I'i',lics. Ncvcrtheless, I(-ishnl's jibe atrout unnrauliness:rt lcasr rein
l,,rcs his other ergtrnrcnts in fhvor of ry:rr. l)oes thc ihct thet titis
Lr.rrrr| c.rlling continucs to prod mcn, rvhether ArjLrna or ltra BrittaiD's
Ir rrrt tr, nrcnn that \,1,c're clealing u'ith s<>ntething universall Not at all.

lirl onc thing, the talrnt "\\'ontanly" onlv u'orks to scnd nrcn to l,ar
rrr , rrllrrrcs that stlongly polarize thc scxcs and corrnt l'onrcn rrs lcsser.
I lrrs lricr.rrchy of rrcn ovcr rvorncl tloes organize gentlcr fbr.rrations

I I r r lil |ircnt w.rvs anrl to v.u yi|g dcerees) in tltird centtrry Inciia, l9l4
llrt.rir, ilnd Anrcrica il the vcars olthc Vietnanr War.. WithoLrt such
;', ,1 rliz.rtion, a nt:rn called "sissy" nright rejoicc, "Oh, c1o voLr think so)
l \r l)ccr) tl'yiltg to litc up to the cxarlple of th:rt gr.cut sisrcr olrlitrc.
l lr.rrl< lrlr!" Furtlrcrrlore, a nunlber of fictor.s colvcrgcci lrt the cncl

, ,l rlrr ninetccnth cenrur \r to nrake thc Iabcl ,,siss1,'' 
'1o, 

just pcripbcr,rl
l,rrr ,r'rrllal :rs.r rnanipulator to u'ar, eDd thcse f]rctors staycd active
t lrr or rtlrotrt thc tu entieth ccr-rtLrrr,. '1'hc dsk of perccived llnn.taltlincss ls
lrIr lr to conrpel ruo,Jcln Europcan and Antcricrrn nrelt cvclr nro.c tllan
\r1rrrr,r bcc;rrrsc of(I )the inhcritance iiorn ninetcctrth centrrry irlpcrr
rlr,,rrr, (2) tlrc perticLrlat lay, sexologists definccl homoscxu.rlitr, ls

, Ili rrlrrr.lc)') and (3) backlashcs:lsainst tlte rvorncn's ntovcnrcnt rnd its
r, rrcrr,rls. 'l'hcse thrcc fblces rcrrrlcl the eppcal ro rlanljncss in thc
tr, rrticllr ccntlrrv both sprcific ancl firrnriilable.

lrr Ir,rrroPc anrl Aneric;r, thc ninetccnth century bolstcrcd thc link
,,i rr.rrrlrrxxl to bellicositv (a connection lcarncd in part fionr thc Grcek
rnrl l{rrrrr.lr cl.rssics), bccaLrse it uas usefiri to cltpires. lt'lbtn Brovt.\

",lntl 
l)rw ll957), long popLrlar in Englend, Thonras Iluehes cir.cu

lrtls tlrc nrcssaqc of his irnpcli.rl cLrltLrrc b,v Lrrgine 1'<tung rcaclers,
l lr,rt rrrlr[1 lif-e bc l,ithout iighting, I shorrld like to knos f Iiront the
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cladle to the greve, fighting, rightly understood, is the business, the
rcal, hiplbest, honestest business ofevery sorr ofman" (280). Spons
prepare the boys fbr thcir inevitable, belligerent firture. On a personal
lcvel, compctitivcncss sinks in so dccpl)' because it has been linked to
proofofmanliness, rrrol e tllan acquisitiveness or cven rightcotrsncss: "I
am as sorry as any man to see folk fighting the rvrong people and the
wreng thiDgs, but I'd a deal sooner see them doing that, than thrt they
should have no 6ght in them"' (HLrghes 281).

In America, the samc goals of national con(luest in an imperi:rl era

pushecl boys to fight and girls to rvait. Altirough nominally bcstowing
on \r/omen the high charge of guiding men toward spiritualit,r', this itlc
ology, in relliry devllued girls. In one ofthe autobiographical "Camera
Eye" scctions ofthc novcl 'Lbe 42nd. Parnlhl (1930), John Dos Passos

rccalls that, in thc _vcars lcading up to World War I, colnpeling a bo1'to
l girl slurs him beyoncl any other mocker,v. Thc solc proof that a boy
caries no taint ofgirlhood resides in the 6ght: "yor've got to fight the
I(d" (104). Interestir.rgln none ofthe principal contcndcrs in L)os
l'assos's scene want to scrap at all, bLrt the crou d is able to egg thenr on
rvith thc u'orst cpithct in thc rvorld: "Gotta fip1ht hin . . . ilnot you're
a girlboy" (104). Malk Moss reports that in Ontario of the sanrc time
periocl, increased nervousness about manlincss aftel losses in the Boer
War pressnred bovs to fight rather tl.ran laugh ofTa taunt of"sissy" (17).
All these North Anrerican boys schooled to fear sLrpposed girlishness
l'oultl nature just in time for Grcat War butchery.

The e xamplcs Lrnde r "sissy" i Tltc Oxforrl English Dixiounry (OED)
fbr the usage newl), appLied to ncn in thc latc ninetcenth centur,v rnake

it clear that tlle most acceptecl \\'ay to certib'manhood *,as thc figlrt. A
fi agne nt cite d lion the Nnp A4cons La .tcrn ii 1887 links fightilrg and
manhooti through l dcscription ofnrcn who "Look and *':rlk too rnuch
like sissies to do mLrclr figl.rtir.r'," and thc British Wtehly i 1926 tries t<t

pronrote someone's merits by boasting, "Thelc was nothin€! 'sissy'

about him. He rvas a born fighter" (1989 ecl.). Interestingl!,, thc O-LD
docs not mcntion that "sisql' ever insinuated an,vthing about sexual

oricrrtation. By contrast, Wtbxtr\ Ncu, World Dictinnry af tht
Amtricoru Langttagc explicitly gives as its seconcl definition lor "sissy" "a
honrosexual" (195 3, 1974).'lhc scction in chapter I on early twentieth
centur-y scxologists discusses the complex;rrocess by u'hich socictics
construc honroscxuality in men to mean ef'fenrinacy, and ttre elficts of
this arbitrary social construction in incrcasing the need lor men, both
homoscxull lnd hetcroscxual, to validate manhood through rvar.

The confidence rvith rvhich mudslingcrs affixcd the labels "sissy"
(sistcr like) or "ef'feminate" to men implies, of coursc, irn cqual
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,,,rrrlrlrrecncy in clcfining "fiminine" traits fbr u,omcn. Charlcs
lr.rrrvirr, iirr examplc, asserted it Tbc Descent of Man,,,,the averagc
',t.rrr,l.rlr1 of mental powe! in man mLtst tre above that of woman"i
,'rr,r' lrc hld cxcluded hcr frorn thc arenas of intellect. Darrvrn

' ll,, 'rlt rl lrcr arvav iiom most otltcr endcavors too (evervthing cxccpt
'r, r,l(rrcss"), declaring rviLdly that "nran" surpasses her in any task
r,,lrrrlrru "deep thought, reason, or inagination, or ncrcly the usc of
tlr, rt rscs and hands" (2: 3ll-i2). Even supporters u,ho thoLrght
rlr.'r rl)cy \\'crc praising rvonen end working fbr their caLrscs strictly
''l,.r,rre(l ir[d |anked the sexes. llalplr lValdo Emerson separated

'r 
, ,rr r,rrly "scnriment" fiom manly "losic" and belicve d that rvurclt

rr.n()lx)lilcd the "af'fections," rvhereas nen cornered ,,will"
r l.{ll 39). As lssigned "civilizcrs," rvomcn might restrain combatanrs,
l,'r rrrorc oftcn the civilizing task lelt rvives to dccorate drarving
r. r,nrs. in "thtt ornamental lif'e in rvhicl.r they bcst appear,' (340 4l ).

Io rrlrsct the assumptions ofu'onen's dcep handicaps in logic ancl
r' trorr. lirnilists in the nineteenth ancl tu'enticth centurics tried two
r,'rr(s. ()Dc group accepted tl.re diYisiolls laid do$n by many
l,.rrr.rrhies and just revelscd tlte evaluation of t]rcn. If u'omcn rverc
r rrrr'.rlly rrorc loving, unselfish, ;rnd peaceablc than me D, as D:uu,in
r ' .l l l ) lncl Errerson (339) thoueht, tlten all the more rcason thal
rr,,rrcrr slroulcl participrre in fjovernncnt and busincss (Higonnet
, r ,l 7).r'A sccond uroup of lcminists, instead oftrguing that \\,onen
,,'trl)y ir supelior position bv autor.natically opposing $'ar, have
, lrrnrctl rlrut u'omcn could cngage in "patriotic"' rvat equallv rvith
lr, rr lo prrove ttrcir q,or.th, \\,orncn fitay attcn]pt to cnlist or, if
rlr\'.r l('d tl)cre, rnay undeltake Iar-related tasks tlut reqirire the samc
rr.rrrlrncss.T

I lcle n Zcnr)a Snittr's novel Not So Qr.itt (1930), lbr c.ranrplc,
, l, | 

,r( ts thc pfcssLlres on women in World War I to be as goocl as me n,
,i, r \,r.rly rhe samc tcrns: endurc hardships stoica)I1,, suffer pain and
1,, rlr.r1,s 1lcx1h, rrcvcr llinch, and nevcr ask rvhy. Thc l)arriror, Ncllic,
,1,,,,, kcrp blavcly driving her anbulance ar rhe front, despite roads
rL rj' ()\'o .rnc1 bornbs falling, and shc u,atches thc bloody rleaths of
,,'nr|.rrtiorts inpassiveln convincing all of hcr heroisnr. Evcntuallt,,
lr,,rriro, thc clissects this heroisrn as at base a nnmbness, more and
rr,,r{ (lilliculr to tlta\\,once thc inlmediatc clangcr has passed (239).
lr lr( r' n)()st profbund insight, she dcvalites the "nasculinc" braterv
rlrrr sll( d()cs rnuster ancl rejects her mrrch praised ,,plofessional

, .rlrrr,' bccillrsc thc trvo toeether lcnd an aura of legitinracy to the
"lrLtrlrtr"' .rrrcl immoraiity of firrthcr cunage: "l nav bc helping to
rll, r r,rtc rlrc suflLrings ofrvrctchcd nen, but commonscnse Irlcl rises
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np iurd insists that tlre ncccssity should ucver havc lrisctr . . . . Itr
twcntv veers it \\'ill repeat itself" (90). She in.rplies th.rt no\\'both rnerl

ancl rvoucn nceci tvars, simply to go on praintii]g their owll nlalllJ'or
as gooil as rranly imagc ofstoicisnr.

Uscfirlly sunrming irP thcse nvo m:rilt rotrtcs thet ftnlinism h:rs tlkct't,
Slrcila Rrrrvbothant i A Cntnrt, of'Wwnt poirtts to "thc colrtintting
tug ltrronll fLDrinists" u'hether tO attctnpt :r "stlatcgY of equllitY rvith

mcn in thc rvorlcl as it u'as," or to atgrte that "\Yonen lvere intlccil clif
f!rcnt h'orl rncrr," incluriing \\()trten1s suPPosedll' grcarcr co()Pentivc

ness ncl pcacefirlress (514, 575). Horvcvct, rr thircl position insists that
if u,omen clo diflLr fiont !ncn, tl)ey have rloltc so oul,v sittratiotr.rlly, not
esscntialll,, ancl that thc social "l,orld rrs it is" ttccds to cl.rangc fbr both
'worren ancl nrcn. Anrong ftnrinists *lto havc decotlstrtrcted gerlclcr

ancl l'aL ro cnll for changes tbr Lrotlt scxcs are Hclcna Su'anrvick itr

WwnL at t. tl l4lar ( t 9 1 5 ); Cynthil Enloc itr BarLatLns, Bcn clt ts on d llase s

(1989); Susan lcflblds in Tht llcruasurLinizatiou oJ'Anriut (1989);

Milianr Clocrke ancl Argcla lVrxrllacott (cds.) it Gtuderbyl Wrr'Inlk
(1993) (cspccially thc cxccllcnt essrvs by l.,vucla Boosc, Cart>l Cohn,
encl Stanlcy Roscnberg); and l,ojs Anrt Lorcntzeu .rrlcl fcrlniflr Ttrrpirl
(cds.) in ZDu Wowtu aud Wrr lULrdr (199,3). Yct as loshtr.r (loltlsteirr

vv.trlls it llar and Onder (2OOl1, "Fct]liuist litcrirtlllcs abotrt war and

pcace ofthc lirst l5 -vcars have mrtlc littlc inrpact" in the fielcls ofpolit
ic,rl sciencc, rnilit.rry historl', or intcrnatiotral rcletiorls (34). He fincls

thit nr()st trooks il these areas itrclcr nothiltg at all rrrtcler "gcndcr"; a

"reccnt .urd comprchcnsive sirrvet' ol'scholalship ott u'ar allcl pcace"

does list six itcnrs bLrt "dcvotes only atrout one tenth of olte percent of
its specc to gendcr" (35 ). Morcovcr, euy ofthc rarc "gcnrlcr rcfi:rences

conccur \\omen; rncD still do llot l)ave getlder" (35).8

Thcsc aut]rors and others hlrve tauElht tle scvcral theoretical
assunlptions aboLrt l1rasculitlitl,: (t) it's a social constrtrct; (2) itr a

given socict1,, rc(luircnlents tbr masculinit,v shift over tinrc; (3) at arly

onc tinrc, masculitritv is rru)tiplc, provicling fbr tnrscttlitritics; rncl

(4) urascrrlinities lrc contraclictor',v, llot jltst ovcl tinre ancl in diffbrcnt
donrrrins, bLrt at al'rv nronent itt thc sarne clonaitl.

Mctsculittitt, is n sociol co?Lltruct. (:,\\'le Rubiu, in hcr inflltctrtill essa-r'

"'1'he 'l ref6c in Wcrnren," drau's fionr anthropological sttttlics to cxpletn

horv tttadc ttp "sex/gctlclcr $'stcllls" can snlootll ccollonlies' clllbrce
reploclr.rction,;rnd give a firlsc impressiort ofinhereut gctlclcr diflercnces

Shc kroks at thc uork of Clatrilc livi Stratrss, u'ho lirl(1s tllirt \\'hile lrlost
socictics fishion sonc kincl of clivision oflabor b1'scx, tllc cxact roles

var,y rviclclt' (i.c., in somc, uonren fltm attd clrrv hcar',v bttrcletls; irl
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, rr( , nrcn cruc iirr childrcn). Ldvi Stratrss concludes thlt thcsc gcndcr
r !l'.rnr( nls cunnot thcrcfbrc cicrive iiont biol<tgv but fi.orI a Dccd ,.to
rrr',rrrl llrc Lrrrion of ntcn and rvorncn by makinu thc snrallcst viable
r, r,rrorrric unit contain irt least onc rnan lnd onc rloman" (l{ubin l28).
\i l(rrlrrr Provocativch, points out, l-dvi Sttluss "conrcs ciangerously

, l,,,,t r' siryinq thlt hetcroscxullirv is rrn jnstitutetl proccss. Iltricllogical
rrr,l Irolrrrrrrr.rI inrpct'rltivcs *'erc as oycLrvhelnting as poprrJ.rr ln!,th()l()g),
r,,rrl,l lr.rvc thcnt, it u.ouLl h:rr<1ly trc neccss:u1/ to cnsrtrc hctcLosextrll
rrrrr,,rrs lry ntc.rns ofcconontic intcr,:lepcnclcncy" (180).

llrr. socirrl division of l.rbor [r,v sex rhel produces the illusion that the
, r, , rrrrrst diflbr inherently arrci radicalll,. Ho\yever, Rrrbin cnrtiols, ,,Flr

lr , ,rrr I'r'inq rn evprcssiolt of n:rtLlrirl diflerences, exclirsive gcndcr iclentity
t' tlr, rrrlrpr-cssion ofnatulal sirnilarities. It rcquir.cs rcprcssiorr: in nrcn, of
n lr.rtcrcl is thc local version of'firninine' tr,rits; in s'onrcrr, ofthc krcal
tl, lrrlr()n ()l 'nrasculinc' traits. .. . -fhe sartrc social s,vstcnr rvhicl.r
,!l'l,r( \\c\ \\()rlell in its rclations of cxchuue, opplcsscs c\rer\rol.lc in ifs
rr!r,,r,rr.( ui)on .i rigi,:1 clivision of person.rlitv" (180). Corrtr.rrv to thc
\ r. \\ r r)rtr)r()Dlv pl'om()tcd trv populer mctlia, firniDisDt is nr>t $ontclr

t rll rnr', stink" rrboLrt mcn, but rvorrcn and lnen talkinq about social sys
tr rrr.,tlr,rt lrrr|t b<tth rvonrcn ancl ntcrr. l'he cle:rrcst Nrry that gendcr proler
r 1 rlli 

'n 
r )l)l)rrsscs nrell is to desienate therl exlrcnclrrblc, in \\ ;rr.

llu,r tlitit.:, ltiJit otrr r/zzr. Altlrough somc n()ri(ns of eenclcr sray
,1, 1'r,,,',11'u1" thc s,rmc, sirch as rvotnctr's supposcil lack ol rrrtionalin,,
.rtlII stcrc()tvpcs n)aY qvratc 180 clegrees. one rcqrrircrnent fbr
r ll I rlr r( sr t ll.r1 sccnls to hat'e clrarrgecl ntost r.adicrrily lion tl.tc triltctccnth
r', rlrr r\\'(l]lrctl] centrrrics is the reversal (rrt least ar first sigltt) fi.orn an
t,lr rl ol scxrul lcstr.'rint to an idcal ofscxual licensc. Usinq a mcclical
lrrr),rt.rl'( .r'().(cd bV cc<tDontic concepts) ltiltcteeltth ccntul,v Errropcan
rr,l ,\n(licln doctors schooled thc ruicidle classcs that crrch nrlrl

1,, ",',, 
.,..r r I ,r Iinritccl enrount ofspcnn and ovcrrrll Lxrdily cncr.uv; relcasc of

, 
' r r r r I r'rt r ql rr'o rr lt1 '11cplctc the supply availablc lbr other pulposcs and

rr.rrl'i tlrrs Ic.rrl to cltcr-r,afion and lethargl', if not rnore dire consc
,1rr, rr, , s lsrrch irs rrr,rdncssl. EjacLtlatiort l'as clescribccl as ,spendine' the

' rrr, rr,,r nrcl,tllhol th.rt u.ould havc nr:rde scnsc to th()sc u'ho had bcen
r ,,11' rr rlr,l 'rr pcnn\J s.rvcd is a pennl,cantcd"'((irccnbcrg 362).'l'his
rrr,,lr,,rl l,rrrqLngc, tlccrccing health rltcl illness, pltrs an econonric idionr
'i, lrr(.rrrrr!l lltrili .r0cl r\,aste, joinerl thc long strrnding rcligious cliscoLtrsc

',1 11rrl ,rrrLl clil, rvhich had alrclcl,v pLrshcd thc b()dy into the irrfirjor
' rrrrl,,rs "llllcrr ltuturc." l'hcse l:utgLrlecs reinfbrcc circh othcr, to blante
rrrr',rrrrIr.rIiorr, lronroscxtralitl,, heteloscx otrtsitlc ntar.r.iage, or. birth
, r 'rrri 'l \\ illtin DtuIIi.rec, rrll rrs an cclu:rl $,astc ofcepitirl.

11
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Lr the nventieth centur y, by contrast, the dorninirnt masculine ideal
moved fi'om "saving" sernen to sprcnding it in some qttarters! to
spending profligatcll.. In Richard Currc,v's novel of the Vie tnam War,
t"ntal Light (1988), thc soldier Perelli cannot \\'ait to boast to the
narrator, "I was me:rning to tell yott. Scored lre sonre mirximun slope

trim night before last. I'rime cut" (142). As in the nineteenth centttry,
the lanliuaSlc for sex conbines discottrses from several other contexts
Perelli's slang mixes the sports arcna ("scored") ancl thc btttcher shop

("prime cut"). Sex plays out a competitive game, rvherc rvinners
triunph over losets: over other soldiers, for cxample, rvho havcn't
scored so often. The losers also inclttde, one susPects, the \\'onan
hersell, r'ho falls betrind by both race and gender. i.['he racist term
"slopc" (a version of "slanry eyed") riiminishes her, and thc btttcher
shop terms reduce all wonlen to deacl mcat. He's the privilcgcd
consumer: she's the inaninate consunled.

TI-re values taught to the twenticth centllry [Ian havc trot onlv
shiftcd flom rctaining scmcn to mLrltiplving it, trttt lron tacitt'tcss to
talk. IfVictorian nren did not alrval's live up to the idcal of restraint
and slipped otl to tlourishinEi brothels, thcy at leest husl'rcd uP thc
event in their primary circlc oltlamilv:rnd busincss associates. Currc,v's
PcrclJi, by c(ntrast, cannot rvait to advertisc: "I rvas neaning to tell
you" (I42). He brags in a short, quick, esoteric jargon, packing a

punch ofclensity,, rvhich enables him to fccl superior to outsiders, who
cion't knorv his cocie.

Neverthelcss, despite these tu,o changes in thc definition of
mascLrlinit,v, tou,ard inclLrlging sex and telling about it, in other ways

the nerv license docs not afier all mlrk much ol a departure fi-om the

nineteenth century dcvaluation of tl.re bod-v From the 1860s to the

1960s, the gr:rverning mctaphors rernain economic. Ifthe Victoriarr
manl-v man saved bodily iluids, tre coulcl invcst bettcr elservhcrc,
putting his cncr!!y into tying up business deals, or puttitrg scrnen ir.tto

rnaking legitir.natc sons who could inhcrit his riches. I'crclli also sets

cconomic markers. F{e clocsn't consume ordinlry meat btlt a "prime
cut," a "trin" piece. He's catinF hiFh on the hog, and he is anxious

to let others knorv that he can aflord thc best, in l rvorld utere money

:rnd status count.
Of course, this cconomic aspect of I'erelli's transactiolt does not

stalr at tire levcl of metaphor. Wtren the nartator catltiol-ls) "Bc slll e

you pa-v her," Perelli grLrmblcs, "l paid her, assholc. Fucking bleeding
healt" (1,!2). Although thc n.rrrator, Lrnlikc Pcrclli, seems to ltavc

sone inkling ol the economic need drivir.tg this rvonan to ircccpt
paying custorlcls, neither man registcrs the hoge chan€!e jn mores and
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ccorotnics brouglht aboLrt in Victnan by America's participarion in
thc rvar'. With 25 millior.r acres of larnlend dcstr()ye d, l2 million acres
of fbrest l-iped orrt, and 1.5 nrillion lann anirrels killed il the Soutlr
.rlone, inconrc fbr Vietnamese peasants dinrjnjshed raclica)ly. As a

lcsLrlt, thc bodies of \\,onen some 200,000 neu, prostittrtes
lrecamc a prinrary source ol subsistence fbr their fantilies (yourrg
301-02). To Pcrclli, rhe quirky cletail that his Asiau rvhorc has dvcd
hcl pubic hair blondc sintpll, enhanccs storyrelling (,.Itrow
nlrlti . . . You'll love this"), rvhereas the narrator uneasily ulirr;rscs
that a salesl,oman despcrately needs a girnnick, ,.sornething to bring
y'orr back for next tirne," firr thc next dollar.(142).

If Perclli's rvhore ;rpproaches scx fbr sun,ivrrl, not pleasurc, it nra1,
.rprpcal 111x1 Perclli hoarcls all thc firn. Acturlly, neithcr partltcr cscnpcs
rhc ninetccnth centurl' denigration of scx. For Perclli's socicn' js

cnjoining him not to scek and givc joy hrrt to ger porycr. Mrrcore., a
l.rrgc part ofthe nineteeDth cclltur).nccd fbr rranly seJf'cotrtrol is still
locked into place.e ThoLrgh ph1'5i..ttt unbucklcd, Pcrcllj nirst nor
r.r,ct too cmotionallv i|volvccl hc can't bc a "bleeding herrt,,-fbr
cnrotion nrilaht makc him rvorranl)' (142). Emotio| misht also rcnder
hir.1l vulnerablc, and :r t\\'clltieth cclttur)' man is still traiDed to
l.r.rr vuincrabilitv as sorncthing rhat ntigltr blced hinr ro dclth; hc is
rrot taLrght to atternpt thc courlge that u,ould open hinr to ttre rigors
.rnd rervards oflovc anc{ conrpassion.

Althoush Perelli's rnilitarv scx codc is au extrcme casc, his licensc
dLrprlicltes al onlv apparent rel:rxation of sexrral mores jl American
srriety as a rvholc. For the cLrltrrrc often uscs increascd scxual actir,ity
to firrther its values of comn:rnd, not pleasLrrc, and tlispllr,, rrot
cDrotiorr rvhctlter that cnrotion bc love firr- thc long tcrDl or sint;lle
considcrateness iD a brief encounter. FoL a rlall, partncrcd heteroscx
rxhibits a nranll, imagc, consisting of status, pou,cr, control, rrncl
rnnorcd detachmeltt. l'llcsc requirements fbr-inragc still eclipse the
l)lrc pleasurcs ofthc [rrcl1,, Ict alone thc luore dilficult gilis of erro
ti()nal attachn)cnts.

In flct, an inrportant secoDdary thcsis threughout this book is thar,
irt.tlditicrt to tlte role plrrycd bt' thc polarization ofgendcr clelinitions,
.r continuing clcvalrrrrtion ofthe plcasLrres ofsex also contributcs to q,irr.
'Itr clairn that t\\'cntietlr and tu,entv first-centurv Anrericl ancl Grcat
llritrrir-r clisdain pleasurc nray look preposter()us) but a coodcmnation of
lhc bod]' still persists. Chapters 2 through 4 (on World lVar I, Worlcl
War ll, ucl the Vicrnarn !Var) hiehlight rvats in rvhich socictics, utilc
p,rtcntlv ftarjug scxLrrlig', also Llsc scx to fitrthcr rvar. Althorrgh
rrrilitarjcs co opt sex n)ost obviously trv provicling Prostitution as l lrrre
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(Enloe, "It Takes More Than Two"), I arguc that a cultltre can firrther
exploit sex to ftrel wars in three rvays: by encoLtraging the displacement

oCsexuality into violence; by fostering tidllation in combination l'ith
guilt ar.rd its accompanying necd for self-punisl.rment (which war abun

dantly sLrpp)ies); and by deiining sexnal orientations so as to Provoke
self'doLrbt and mar.ripulabiliry in everyone.

Ferv books link consent to war either rvith gendcr issues or with
attitudes abort sexuality. For example , Eric hed's othcrrvise excellent

study No Man's Lan d looks at the stories people tell themse lves about

rvar and shreu'dly traces these stories to their conventional and social

determinants, I'ct when he discusscs imagery making conquercd land

femilrine, he falls back on the oediPal complcx as a biological given

rather than another story in need of explanation (162). Leo Braudy

oflers to illuminirte War and tbe Cbnnging NrLtarc 0J' MtLsculi/Iit!, yet

he never seriously questions his underlying assumption that tlnen wttst

fight, biologically. Much more pronising, Cynthia Enloe's books and

articles, Eva Isaksson's Wowen and tb Milit&ry S1sterz, ar.td Miriarn
Cooke and Ange la Woollacott's Gmd'ering War Tall ope n trp exciting

lrew questions about the connections of gendcr and war. loshua
Goldstein's Wnr and Gerutleris important in arguing tlrat war is not so

m Lrch an rflrrr of gender d ifference as a caust of the present construc

tions ol gender in the west studies about the rval' sexual beliefi

contribute to \\rar are even more rare: see Wilhelm keich's The Moss

Psychology of Fascisw, George Mosse's Natioanlisn and Suwality, and

Liz Kelly's "Wars against Women." Manipalatiryl Mnsculinity fills a
gap by rying together the ideologies ofsex, gender, and war.

Masculiniry it ntaltiple. As Raymoncl Williams explains the strtr!!€lles

and accommodations of competing ideologies, old concepts may

remain "residual" under present "dominant" versiotts, while nerv

"alternative" or "oppositional" ideologies may be emerging ("Base"

4l). At anv given time, those ideologies defining masculinity may

incorporate residLral masculinitics or jostle against alternatives For

example, witl.in social expectations about the relation o€sexualiry and

rvar, one rvidespread assttnption asserts that heterosexual "aggression"
pror.niscs *'ell for the fight and makes a man masculine. I call this

assumption the Apollo Syndrome, after Ovid's classical tale of Apollo
ancl Daphne. -fhe Apollo Syndrome does have a long history in the

West and dominates in the modern rvorld. Horvever, a contradictory

view persists: a very active heterosexuality instead feninizes (i e., rveak

ens) a man ar.rd disables him from (still mascLrline) fighting. I call this

rcsid rral notion the Antony Synd rome, from Shakespearc's play Antony
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and Cleopatra. Such an assumption clashes, ofcourse, not only rvith the
competing Apoilo Syndrome but also with the sexologists' emerging,
late nineteenth century premise that homosexualiq', not hetcrosexuality,
fLminizes a man. The one constant in these jumbled, often simultane-
o'usly hcld beliefs is that a maD must not exhibit too many traits labeled
"fcninine," althor-rgh just what constitutes sr-rclr traits can shift to
fit varying social nceds lor manipulating men as well as women. (See
chapter I for a discussion olthe Apollo and Antony Syndromes.)

Trained in the stLrdy of International Rclations, Charlotte Hooper
cmphasizes that dominant or "hegemonic" rnasculinities display
considerable fluidity gliding easily berween popular culture and
prolessior.rs, rvhile borrorving from snbordinate masculinities and even
lbrmer fenininities: for example, appropriating the keyboards of
"u'ome n's work" for "porver" compLrting (61,225). She cautions that
.rnalysts cannot automatically associirte a hegemonic masculinity with
"phallocentdc imagery." A societv negatcs rhat centrality of the bocly
iirr men when it relegates rvornen to "nature" and makes mcn uphold
"culture" (60), or, in the example I gave of Perelli's predecessors,
rvhen the nincteenth century niddle class made sexual restraint, not
phallic prowess, the ideal for middle class men.

MascLrlinities also multiply accordin€! to class, race, region, or occn
p.rtiur. In fact, intersccting categories ofclass, race, and gender only
"come into existence irr and through relation to each othcr,,
(McClintock 5), Dalwin, fbr example, defined wl.rite masculiniry
.rg.rinst a backdrop ofblack masculinity, both n.rediated by a social con-
strlrction of femillinities. Darwin insisted that rvhite u,omen, like both
scxcs anrong the "lorver races," must rely on their grcatcr..powers of
intuition," rvhereas all men (but especially tvhite ones) arc more ,.coura-

gcous, pngnacious, and energetic" (2: 3fI, 30I). AlthoLrgh pugnaciry
.rs part of white rrasculinity may look like a flaw, Darrvin rehabilitates
thc aggression recessary lor imperial conquest by buffirirg it between
positive courage and energy and by providing a backdrop ofa.,lorver,,
rrrcc and sex.

This profusion of mascLrlinities at any given rime may occLrr even
rvithin one occupatiorl. David Morgan cautions that milirary life itself
oflLrs a range of masculinities, flom combatant to bureaLtcrat (l25).
Sclf concepts dilfer lor rhe mcmbers o[particular military brarrches
(lll refen'ed to as "soldiers" ir.r my book) and for career serviccmen,
cnlisted soldiers, or draftees (169). Among enlisted soldiers, .,in
societies with high rates of unemployment and q'ith marked class or
cthnic divisions, the degree to which a man malr be said to have
choscn military service rray be open to question," so that diflerences
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in class, race, and background fitrther separate military identities
(I76). Lorver echelons may survive by n.rocking higher ones, and a

soldier may establish an ironic distance from his orvn role Wrile
"room lbr maneuver and negotiation" 'rvithin military expectations fbr
manliness may simply lead to compartmentalizing one 's lile (Morgan

178), sucl) roonr may also opert trp sPacc lor rcbcllion attd relbrtn.

Mascwlittit), is con'trad'ictory. Separute chapters on World War I, Wotld
War II, and the Vietnam War divide into the same four rubrics, indi
catinB lbur aspects ofthe dor.nina.nt gender ideology that drove British

and American mcn to war throughottt the tu'entieth century:

(a) I fight to prove I'm not my sister (bLrt I suspect I am).

(b) I nght to prove I'm not attracted to men (but I do want to sec

male bodies).
(c) I fight to prove I'n not emotional (bLrt I do love my comrades).

(d) I light to protect my sister (bLrt I l.rate my sister so as not to be her).

Section (a) posits the gender rnotive lor rvar in the most general terrrls,

rvhereas sections (b), (c), and (d) investigate more specific versions of
that motive. Section (b) shorvs that societies pLrslr men to hide hon:o

eroticism and to use soldiering as a sttpposed guarantec ofheterosexnal-

ity precisely by cons! ucting homosexuality as effeminate. In section (c),

militarized societies try to damPen men's conlpassiolt by assigning the

so called softer enotions to women. Holever, sections (b) and (c) do

not divide neatly into bodily versLrs emotional ties, as hornosexttal and

heterosexual behaviors constantly overlaP in tlle literattrre olu'ar As a

consequence, references to homoeroticism recur in all sections, as I

examinc horv societies label, appropriate, and rechannel the possibilities

lor men's interaction by contintral refbrencc to stereotypes for rvomen.

The fbLrr nrbfics strLrctttring chapters 2 throttgh 4 name, then' the gen-

der ideologies tlut have either stagnated or rvorsened iiom World War I to

World War II to the Vietnam War. At the same time , however) tlle rrtbdcs

express (rvithin a set ofparentheses) fla€Iant contradictions in the ideolo

gies. Even as these logical flarvs confirse and fittstrate individuals' they also

provide hope forchange. For ifanalysis can bring to consciousness the ten-

sior.n that the literature ofrvar exposes, the contradictions can tllen reveal

that ideologies, far fiom the natttlalness projected, are artificial and in.rag

inary. And if human beings l.tave made this hurly-burly of geuder con-

stmcts promoting u'u, perhaps rve can remakc the m.

AlthoLrgh this book focuses on the nventieth centLrry, the need for

such remakins is jLrst as Lrrgent in the twenty first. "Sissy," thc tattnt
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rlcllrrliDg a man to his "sister," has mrltated into new forms. Tl.re
rlnisivc rvord "n'imp" combines "rvonran" rvith "limp," still incorpo
t,ttirtg lroth misogyny and the manipulation ofmen, in part by using
tlrc lrrnriliar, inaccurate blLrrring ofsexualiry with gender. Tl.re slur
"\vrrss" or "wLrssv" similarly derives from "woman" and ..prrssy"

("llrrsh" 6). These raunts all depend on men's detecting rvithin
llrcnrsclvcs their basic human similarity to wonen and yet interpretin!!
rrrrlr conrmonality as a fiilure. The fear of showing this inevitably
Lrilt rl nrrrsculinity srill leeds into rvar by requidng a perperual fight as
tltc rlnly proof of a never finished manhood. If enough men and
ttorrrcn trclieve in this artificial construct of manhood as conquest
ln Jrrd ofiitself, they renain available as tools lor u,ars offering profit
llt rli)ncy or masc!rline image.
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